CABLE BAY VINEYARDS

2007 Vintage Report

Overall the 2007 harvest has been another great year for Cable Bay Vineyards. This was our 7th harvest and I believe we are now seeing a combination of vine age, experience and great growing conditions which has enabled us to produce some of our best wines yet.
Waiheke Island

The 2007 season was characterised by unseasonably cool conditions during much of flowering which resulted in poor fruit set in the Merlot and Malbec. The earlier flowering Chardonnay and later flowering Cabernet’s avoided the worst of the weather and achieved a good set.

Once again we experienced good growing conditions from about mid-January through until harvest.
Harvest commenced with our first pick of Viognier on the 12 March and we finished with the Cabernet Franc on the 18 April.

This season we harvested 3 new varieties, Viognier, Pinot Gris and Syrah, all will be added to the Cable Bay range. All three wines look very promising, and given the small quantities produced from the first harvest they will only be available from the winery.
Marlborough

The 2007 harvest is widely regarded as one of the very best in recent years, and we are certainly in agreement.
We commenced harvest with Pinot Noir and over a period of nine days harvested the four clones (Clone 5, 10/5, 115, 777) which make up the Cable Bay Pinot Noir. All clones were harvested in excellent condition with yields a little lower than expected. 

The Sauvignon Blanc growing season reminded me of great years back in the 1990’s when the fruit ripened a little slower than we have seen in recent years. This resulted in great fruit flavour at more moderate sugar levels.

Lastly, the Gewurztraminer pick was a standout. Fruit set was affected by cool weather at flowering so most bunches had very small berries which developed great flavour. To make sure we gently “transported” this flavour into the finished wine, we made the decision to hand pick the fruit and whole bunch press. Both Pete and I are delighted with the wine and have to thank growers, Peter and Jayne Rose, for their dedication and commitment to producing outstanding fruit yet again.
Overall, 2007 has been an outstanding vintage and we look forward to sharing the wines with you.
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