HARVEST 2008
Report from Winemaker, Pete Turner

WAIHEKE
The 2008 Waiheke Harvest was an exciting one here at Cable Bay. Not only did we experience a near perfect growing season, but this year also saw the new winery swing into action at our Waiheke facility. From the restaurant viewing gallery, you could see the cellar buzzing with activity during March and April. Fruit was hand-picked in the cooler hours of the morning, and swiftly brought into the winery. From there, all hands were on deck as the vineyard and winemaking team, with a little help from some new technology, gently processed the fruit, to preserve the freshness and purity. Even the restaurant and office crew would take time out from time to time, and join the crushing of the grapes! Anyone who visited the restaurant during mid March is likely to have experienced the inviting floral aromas of white ferments drifting through the building.
The Pinot Gris, Viognier and Chardonnay were all picked with crisp, intense aromas, and lots of flavour. Tasting the grapes in the vineyard daily reveals how quickly certain desirable flavours can develop, and for some, almost simultaneously disappear. This is especially true of the Viognier. The window of opportunity for capturing the essence of Waiheke and Viognier’s apricot allure is small, and the decision to pick is crucial, often made the day before. The sleepless nights are now thankfully over, and we can rest assured the flavours in the tank aren’t going anywhere!
The long, hot summer also blessed us with optimum ripeness and concentration in the Syrah, Merlot and Cabernet grapes. These wines are now tucked down in oak barrels for winter, but the 2008 reds will definitely be some to watch out for in the future!

MARLBOROUGH
The season in Marlborough also proved to be great one. A warmer than average summer produced some interesting flavour profiles across the different varieties. The 2008 Sauvignon Blanc displays has some vibrant tropical and stonefruit characters, and a seductive mouthfeel. Likewise, the 2008 Gewurztraminer will reveal some alluring rose petal and Turkish delight flavours. 

